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Sir: 



A Notice of Allowance dated October 13, 2006 was received in the above-identified 
application. The Applicants thank the Examiner for kindly allowing the application. 

However, as originally noted in the January 5, 2005 Amendment and then in the 
Response to Notice of Allowance filed November 3, 2006, the Examiner failed to consider the 
reference listed on the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449. As noted in item 4(c) of the March 15, 
2001 Information Disclosure Statement, a concise statement of the relevance of this foreign 
reference was provided in page 4 of the original specification. 

In particular, a concise statement of the relevance of this reference is provided in 
paragraphs [0006]-[0008] of the original and substitute specifications. Therefore, having 
provided a concise statement of the relevance of this reference, the reference must be considered 
by the Examiner. For the Examiner's convenience, a courtesy copy of the March 1 5, 2001 Form 
PTO-1449 is submitted herewith. 

The Applicants filed the Response to Notice of Allowance on November 3, 2006 to 
request the Examiner to consider the reference listed on the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449, 



and to return an Examiner-initialed copy of the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449 to indicate that 
the reference was considered. However, despite the Applicants' repeated requests, the Examiner 
has not yet returned an Examiner-initialed copy of the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449 to the 
Applicants to indicate that the reference listed thereon has been considered. 

Accordingly, the Applicants again respectfully request the Examiner to consider the 
reference listed on the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449 and to return to the Applicants an 
Examiner-initialed copy of the March 15, 2001 Form PTO-1449 to indicate consideration of the 
reference listed thereon. 
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